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POPULATION AND ADMINISTRATION 
KATHUA District 


Nagit Gilgit Agency subdivision 


KASHMIR 


The Paltstani-controlled portions of Muzaflecabsd, 
Pinch, and Mirpur are called “Axed Kashmir", 
Persons per squore mile 
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Kashmir, officially Jammu and Kashmir, is a highly mountainous 
state about the size of Minnesota. Several major mountain ranges 
aligned northwest-southeast cross this area of 85, 000 square miles 
and hinder movement to and from the Vale of Kashmir, the traditional 
center of local power. Kashmir lies at the juncture of Hindu, Moslem, 
and Tibetan-Buddhist cultural realms and has been fought over and 
ruled by a number of different peoples during its history. Past invaders 
from central and southern Asia have crossed the passes and settled the 
valleys, leaving their imprint in numerous distinctive states and princi- 
palities. This physical and cultural diversity and the lack of communi- 
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When a cease-fire halted fighting in 1949, India controled about 
two-thirds of Kashmir -- an area with a population that now numbers 
about 3, 560, 000 Persons, of whom some 70 percent are Moslems. 
The most important territorial result of the cease-fire was that India 
gained control of the famed Vale of Kashmir. This valley, actually a 
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and nearly 2 million inhabitants live on its rich agricultural land. India 
was also left in control of small areas of densely populated plains in the 
south, principally between Jammu and Kathua, and of about 75 percent 
of Kashmir's forests -- its most important resource. The remaining 
one-third of Kashmir, which in 1949 came under the control of Pakistan, 
has a population numbering slightly more than 1 million persons, of 
whom almost 100 Percent are Moslems. The Pakistani Part of Kashmir 
contains little wealth and little land suitable for cultivation, On the 
contrary, it has some of the most difficult terrain and many of the most 
isolated and backward areas in the state. The territory west ofthese 7 
cease-fire line, including the districts of Muzaffarabad, Punch, * and 
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Mirpur, was organized by Pakistan in November 1947 into Azad Kashmir Eerilets pawn Ui ge oe ~ e . m Xe orn Va controlled by India 
(Free Kashmir}, with an administrative center at the town of Muzaffarabad. (. cas Prorsional copite Hi = A : : z TO onl Tandar. 

: A Anan aise 9 ‘ : Rie £ ss: is 2 al Anantnag 2,097 654, 368 
According to Pakistan, Azad Kashmir is under a separate provisional ; ‘ : : be, i = Baramulla 2,536 604,659 
government, pending settlement of the dispute, but actually it is controlled : } Jae, Pian te DP 3 a f 4 y : So ae. 3: AZAD Doda 4 380 268, 103 
from Rawalpindi. a : i = f ; ; At a aii | shamsals Jemma, 1 hg 516,932 

) 3242 Kathua 1, oek 207, 430 

adakh 37,75: 7 O51 

THE CEASE-FIRE LINE mA : Punch 1,689 326,061 
UX Sadabad isha Srinagar 1,205 640,421 

Udhampur : 1,731 254,061 


The cease-fire line (CFL) extends from the Punjab plains on the 
south to the glaciers of the Karakoram Range on the north and thus 
crosses all of the major Physical regions of Kashmir. These regions 
resemble a series of ascending south-to-north steps, culminating in the 
25, 000-foot Karakoram Peaks. The southern sector of the CFL extends 
northward from the Punjab to Uri, a town in the Jhelum Valley, and 
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passes through relatively low hills and mountains. The northeastern Tae Azad Kashmir 4,500 1,000,000 
sector crosses much higher terrain that is mostly barren, desolate, ‘6 . Gilgit Agency 27,000 160,000 
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Southern Sector: The CFL extends north from the West Pakistan - dalinted only wise tian gu Total 85,165 h, 720,976 
Kashmir border about 3 to 4 miles west of and parallet to = 4 £32165 i 
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CEASE-FIRE LINE—SOUTHERN SECTOR 


the Munawwarwali Tawi River. For about 10 miles northward the 
terrain consists of plains, at an elevation of approximately 1,000 feet, 


a. Area and population statistics for Indian- 


controlled Kashmir are taken from the 1961 census i 
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that are part of a narrow belt of similar terrain that extends along the —— = Motorabie road g oe Maleraeieeccd cans statistics for Pakistani-controlied Kashmir are based. 
entire southwestern frontier of Kashmir. The plains, which have — > — Trach or trail eae etm Fake ean 247 Spot height (in feet on recent estimates, 
cultivated fields and numerous villages, are level to gently rolling, f a Seat axat ° 5 lo ° e Miles 
: ‘Shown only where they differ from ‘those * (in feet) 
with a pronounced north to south slope. Ina few places, very small on.8, and other Wester maps. 0 5 10 20 Kilometers 


isolated mounds or hillocks rise 10 to 20 feet above the surface of the 
plains. The numerous streams that flow north to South through the 
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plains characteristically have broad valleys strewn with sand and se gee ~~. ee oe a - et a = nod = i 
gravel. Most of the streams are dry except during the summer monsoon, : 


Locally, erosion has produced a small-acale badlands type of terrain few miles and then turns west, paralleling the Jhelum Valley. Al- make a living. Pakistani Posts are few in this sector and probably mid-March, with depths occasionally up te a foot. Spring snowstorms The locational Significance of the Indian lines of communication 
with gullies and ravines 10 to 40 feet deep. The sparse vegetation in though the Pir Panjal and its associated ranges on the northwest occupied only seasonally. Access to the CFL ia mainly via animal ‘ are not infrequent and may temporarily block routes out of the Vale in southern Kashmir is their close proximity to the West Pakistan 
these waste areas is moat! scrub and coarse grass. On September 1965, form a considerable barrier to movement into the fertile Vale, a tracks along river valleys. A jeep road from Abbottabad north to until early May. border. From Pathankot to Akhnur, via Jammu, the main Indian 
Pakistan moved across dhs plains and attacked Indian-held territory in a barrier brcken only by the deep valley of the Jhelum River, numerous Chilas is open for a few months during summer; other jeepable road lies 10 miles or less across open plains from the Pakistan 
the vicinity of Chhamb threatening the town of Akhnur some 20 miles cattle tracks and footpaths lead from southwestern Kashmir across tracks radiate from Skardu, but the two Systems are not believed d The summer monsoon seldom reaches beyond the Great Himalaya bordem In contrast, Pakistan supply lines to the CFL are pro- 
to the east. The vital road to Punch that serves Indian forces along the mountains and into the Vale. Throughout the summer and early to be interconnected, : Range north and east of the Vale. In the deep valleys of the Indus and tected by a combination of their distance from Indian-held territory 
igi fall, mountain forests and alpine pastures are extensively grazed its tributaries, a desertlike environment is encountered and yearly and an alignment of roads across rough terrain that would make 
almost the entire sector of the CFL passes through Akhnur. About * A : Perera i . 
14 miles southeast of Akhnur is the town of Jammu, the second largest by large numbers of sheep, goats, and cattle brought up by herders Most of the area south of the CFL in Indian-controlled territory Precipitation is a mere 5 to 8 inches. Precipitation, mostly snow, Indian interdiction difficult. The vast north Indian plains adjoin 
town in Kashmir and the winter capital of Indian Kashmir and the only from the plains and lowlands. The Jhelum Valley, at an elevation is administratively Part of Ladakh. This area is probably even higher is greater on the high slopes and in the mountains, and trails and the Kashmir boundary on the south. These densely populated plains 
motorable road supplying Indian forces in the Vale and alone the China of 4, 000 to 5, 000 feet, is the main approach to the Vale, however, on the average than northwestern Kashmir and is more sparsely Passes are periodically closed. Strong, biting winds and aubfreezing, in both Pakistan.and farther east in India contain good road and rail 
borden ie iadann eee bs Tnacsavea and the recent Indian seizure of the Haji Pir Pass (elevation 8,650 inhabited, but in the very high mountains of the eastern part are some occasionally subzero, temperatures intensify problems of keeping networks. Movement of men and vehicles would be relatively 
Pe 8 ; ; feet) south of Uri waa intended to prevent infiltrators based in the fairly broad, open valleys and very high, rolling, desolate plains and supply lines open and vehicles in operating condition, easy, although several major northeast-southwest aligned rivers 
From the Northern edge of the plains the CFL extends northwest ch salient from using the Jhelum route agin and a fairly denge network of canals present local obstacles. 
for about 30 miles, paralleling re ferub=cloaked, northwest southeast Northeastern Sector: Near Uri, the CFL paralleis the Jhelum The Indian posts are supplied by the important Srinagar - Leh TRANSPORTATION 
aligned ridges of the Siwalik Range. These ridges are some 3,000 to - 7 i" _ i 7 ; : SEE SHON 
. . 3 River for a few miles and then runs northward tothe Kishanganga River road, which also serves Indian forces opposing the Chinese along OUTLOOK 
4,000 feet high and rise about 1,500 feet above the main valley floors; : 7 A if 7 z Y, rae ‘ c ¢ F 
; wins : f at Tithwal. From this point to Kanzalwan, the line generally is a the Ladakh border. From Dras to Kargil, however, this road closely The traditional lines of communication between the plains and Pe te 
they are steep-sided and difficult to cross. The main Indian supply 7 : . A : ; fs : < 2 by 
route from Akhnur parallels the CFL and near Naushahra is only few miles east of and 4, 000 to 6, 000 feet higher than the Pakistan- approaches Pakistani territory, and at Kargil the Parkistani posts the Vale of Kashmir were altered by the establishment of the cease- To Pakistan, Kashmir is more than a territorial issue. The 
3 miles or so from i Northwest of Naushahra the CFL turns northeast held Kishanganga Valley, though in two places it follows the Kishanganga are only 3 miles from the road aad overlook it from high ground. fire line. Because the main Jhelum Valley access route to the Vale continued existence of a divided Kashmir has become a symbol of 
and crosses the Ban Riya: from here it winds in a enerally northerly River itself for short distances. The terrain is similar to that of the Pakistani raids against the road tarlier this year led to Indian occupa - entered from Pakistan, India quickly improved and rebuilt sections Indian aggressiveness and Pakistani inability to cope with Indian 
direction, forming s. lients into Indian-held lentes at Rajaori and ‘ Pir Panjal Range country, with deeply entrenched river valleys, large tion of these posts; a later Indian withdrawal was followed by reoccupa- of an existing road that led north from Jammu to Srinagar across power. Frustrations have increased in recent years. India refuses 
Punch. The taeaie from Naushahra to the heights of the Pir Panjal areas of coniferous forest, and barren, rocky peaks and ridges tion during the present crisis, . many miles of hills and mountains. The road is open throughout even to discuss Kashmir, measures have been taken recently to 
Range consiste of approximately 40 miles of very rough hill and valley 12, 000 to 14, 000 feet in elevation. Settlements are few, largely con- the year (partly because of a tunnel through the Pir Panjal Range), tighten the constitutional bonds between Kashmir and India, and 
country. Although agriculturally poor in fact mostly barren, the area fined to narrow river lowlands and occasional slopes below 7,000 or : although subject to damage from the monsoon rains and winter since late 1962 Indian military strength has been increased -- 
is fairly densely populated and has small villages located on narrow 8,000 feet. CLIMATE snows. The entire Indian position along the CFL as far north as aided in part by equipment and training supplied by the West. 
i i 1 Punch is weakened by the fact that the main Indian supply route is It ia within this framework that Pakistan organized and directed 
valley flatlands or straggling up the sides of the less steep slopes, : . : ‘ : 2 se : 
Although the main Indian supply route generally follows valleys, there Indian outposts north of the Jhelum Valley are supplied via a The climate of the southern sector of the CFL resembles that 80 close to Pakistani territory. The southeastern section of the recent paramilitary operation against Indian-held Kashmir. 
are two difficult climbs over numerous small ridges 5,500 to 6,000 network of motorable routes leading from Srinagar to the Northern of the north Indian plains, with modifications induced by elevation. this route, from Kathua to Akhnur, as well as the Jammu - Srinagar The objectives were to spark a Moslem revolt and generate inter- 
feet high, and the road robably is usuable only in fair weather. The part of the Vale. In contrast, Pakistani posts are served from The summer monsoon normally lasts only from early July to early September. road, is similarly threatened by its nearness to the West Pakistan national pressures enough to force a Kashmir settlement. 
Azad Rds ote eo Sta ha road leading north from Mirpur via Muzaffarabad by two narrow roads that follow the steep slopes of Rainfall, accompanied by considerable cloudiness, normally averages border. North of the Jhelum River and to the northeast, however.<5~ 
oak tothe ack area. The most difficult section is between Mirpur and the Jhelum and Kishanganga Valleys. Both roads are damaged 10 to 15 inches during July and about the same during August. Precipi- Indian posts along the CFL are reasonably well supplieéby an : For India, in contrast, Kashmir has been but one of many 
Kotli where the road crosses the steep ridges of the Siwalik Range. Aroad frequently and blocked by slides during the summer monsoon. tation increases with elevation. The Vale, however, ia shielded by interior network of roads and tracks radiating from the major foreign policy problems. The status quo is more palatable to 
mountains from the monsoon, and during July and August receives only supply base at Srinagar. India, since it is in control of the most important and roductive 
also leads west from the Punch Valley to Muree. ‘ z : 7 : ? iP p 
North of Kanzalwan the CFL crosses the upper Kishanganga 2 to 4 inches each month. The monsoon rains in northern India are areas, and a solution that does not allow Indian control of the 
Northeast of Punch the CFL enters the Pir Panjal Range, which Valley and ascends spurs of the Great Himalaya Range. For the unpredictable and vary considerably. After the retreat of the monsoon Pakistani and Azad Kashmiri forces south of the Jhelum are Vale of Kashmir appears to be unacceptable. Thig Position hag 
forms the western rim of the Vale of Kashmir. Peaks of the reamining 175 miles to the Karakoram glaciers the line generally and continuing until mid-December or later the weather is generally supplied by roads from Rawalpindi and Jhelum via Muree and Mirpur, been reinforced in recent years by the border conflict, between 
Pir Panjal rise to elevations of 12, 000 to 14, 500 feet and many slopes follows high peaks and ridges, mostly local water divides, at ; fine, with many clear days and little or no Precipitation. This is the respectively. North of the Jhelum, however, roads are few and India and China, as the only ground route to supply Indian forces 
as high as 11,000 feet are covered with coniferous forests, giving a elevations averaging between 12, 000 and 17, 000 feet. The typical best season to conduct either ground or air military operations. With are difficult to maintain. East of the Kanzalwan, Pakistani posta in eastern Ladakh runs through the Vale. An alternate route via 
general appeararice strongly suggestive of the American Rockies, Kishanganga Valley evergreen-clad slopes extend to the crest of the approach of cooler weather, however, morning ground fog becomes along the CFL are supplied by long and circuitous routes that require the Kulu Valley to the Indus is now under construction, but its 
West of Gulmarg the CFL follows the crest of the Pir Panjal for a the northwest-southeast aligned Great Himalaya Range, Farther increasingly common, In the Jammu area in southwestern Kashmir and animal transport in some places. completion probably is years away. 
east, however, the terrain is mostly barren and the country is in the Punjab plains to the south, ‘winter conditions are similar to those 
Seneraily uninhabited. Vegetation is limited mainly to scrub and of autumn, with generally good weather, about 2 inches of rain each Both India and Pakistan rely heavily on air resupply. Srinagar A settlement of the Kashmir dispute is the key to peace in the 
planted trees near villages; the few settlements are small and are month from January through March are recorded in Jammu, and 1 inch is a major airbase and large amounts of military goods are trans- subcontinent, but after 18 years a means of settling the dispute 
generally located in the major river valleys. each month for the same period at Lahore. Toward the northwest ported there from depots in northern India. Goods are stockpiled appears to be more remote than ever. 
and in the higher hills, however, winter ig marked by somewhat in the Vale to supply Indian forces facing the Chinese in Ladakh’ as 
* The town of Pa Punch is on the Indian side of the cease-fire line. The Pakistani area to the north and northwest of the CFL is greater precipitation and some cloudy weather. At elevations below well as those facing Pakistani troops along the CFL. The Capability 
administratively within the Gilgit Agency, a collection of small 5, 000 feet, precipitation is mainly rain. Above 5,000 feet, snow of the Pakistan Government to maintain ita presence in the wild 
** For background on Kashmir's borders with Communist China princely states and tribal areas. This region is isolated from the lies on the ground Overnight; and at 8,000 feet snow accumulates to a northwest Gilgit area depends largely on supplies brought by air to 
see CIA/RR GM 62-9, The Disputed Frontiers of Kashmir, ¥est of Pakistan and includes, in such areas as Hunza and Nagir, considerably depth and trails and Passes are blocked Periodically. Gilgit and Skardu and then moved over perilous jeep roads to out- 
a : : : * . . 
November 1962, S. some of the world's most rugged terrain in which man tries to Snow covers the Vale for most of the period from January through lying areas. CONFIDENTIAL 
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. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM TO prepare an Intelligence Memorandum that will revise and update 
CIA/RR GM-2, The Kashmir Question, dated December 1956. The revision envisages a 
complete reorientation with a focus upon the environmental characteristics of the 
Cdase Fire Line (CFL) area, routes leading to the CFL, the relationship of the 
CFL and Indian problems of securing their frontier in eastern Ladakh, and the strategi 
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